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lighted in their hands. The theory is that these candles are
all lighted from the sacred new Easter fire in the cathedral,
but, considering the suddenness with which the square, all
dark a moment before, bursts into a blaze of light, it seems
hardly possible that all the candles should be lit from one
source.
In the more remote districts of Greece it seems that the
Easter ceremonies are of a more primitive kind than at
Athens. Mr. Ernest Gardner, Director of the British School
of Archaeology at Athens, witnessed the celebration of Easter
at Thebes in Boeotia, and he has kindly furnished me with
the following particulars : " On Good Friday the sacred
picture of the dead Christ was laid on a sort of bier, or
structure resembling a four-posted bed. The picture itself,
the four posts, and the overhanging canopy were covered
with flowers and green leaves. Every person came up to
the bier, kissed the sacred picture, and carried away a flower
or a leaf from it, with the intention of keeping it until the
Easter of the following year. Beside the bier stood baskets
of flowers and leaves, with which the bier was decked as
fast as it was stripped by the worshippers. Then the bier,
adorned with lighted candles, was carried in procession
through the town. Similar processions started from the
various churches and met at central points. While the pro-
cessions were passing fireworks were let off and guns fired."